Agenda Item 8. NDP

Wendy Hopkins from Brodie Planning Associates has sought advice from the Planning and Infrastructure Team that deal with Neighbourhood Development Plans as below:

Pebworth Parish Council is seeking to modify the Plan to protect against speculative development/s outside the defined development boundary given Wychavon cannot demonstrate a 5-Yr Housing Land Supply and their Plan does not explicitly state that new housing development outside the identified development boundary will be strictly controlled and limited to.  Obviously, the Parish Council  would like to find the quickest and simplest route to modify so a level of protection is in place without the need for a full review of the NDP (ahead of the adoption of the SWDPR) which will, most likely, take a considerable period of time and not afford any protection in the shorter term.  The PPG outlines three different types of modification: 

1. Minor (non-material) modifications.
1. Material modifications which do not change the nature of the plan.
1. Material modifications which do change the nature of the plan.

The question asked of the Planning Officer was - Do you think modifying Policy P1 to include the following (exact wording to be agreed) could be considered Minor (non-material) (preferably) or Material which does not change the nature of the plan:

e) New housing outside the defined development boundary (as identified in the SWDP 2016) will be strictly controlled and limited to replacement dwellings, rural workers dwellings and rural exceptions for affordable housing.

The Planning Officer responded:

We would advise that adding a development boundary to the NDP would be a material modification which does change the nature of the plan. This is because whilst it is implied/assumed that development would not be acceptable outside of the Pebworth Development Boundary, the NDP itself does not cover this so adding this in would be a substantial change. A material modification that changes the nature of the plan would require independent examination and a referendum. 

Examinations are taking around 2-3 months at the moment, depending on how many questions the examiner asks etc. Whilst there would only be one main change to the NDP policies, the examiner would need to consider the NDP as a whole and whether it still is in general conformity with the SWDP and the NPPF. 

Clerk has requested Brodie Planning Associates provide a quote to move forward.



